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maids of Navarre and that of the Aragonese girl 









former, with their delicate, 1 conmiplexions, ova 
classical faces, and gracefully developed forms, com 
pare very favoral with the tter, Whose Coarse SKINS 
and square, irregular faces make such le iuty as they 
have bucolic, and whose thick-set forms prevent any 
thing like elegance in pose or motion Now the Cuban 
virlis a mixture of the Valenciafias and Castilians she 
has no roses in her chee} ind very little iden glint 
upon her hau She is of lender build, often too 
slender. Her lin trend sometimes upon the angular 
and her throat upon the ragey But despite her 
illow complexion and dull black hair, she bas unimis 
takable charm Her eyes are wonderful, and speak 
any number of three-volume novels in a single glance 
The wanderi \nglo-Saxon, unaccustomed to such a 
mixture of fire and passion and weetness, may be 
prone to set down the Cuban maid as an adept at 
coquetry. She may be that, it is true, but her eyes do 
a ee not win her the reputation The ineffable glances 
EM which the American imagines are called up for his 
especial benefit or harm, are merely the ordinary ex 
pression of the poor girls eyes! She may mean it, but 
she cannot help it all the same! And then her move 
ments, her attituce they are indeed “the poetry of 
motion The gentle dignity, the graceful swiftness 
the courteous of her welcome or farewell, of 
her very saunter along the illuminated Prado in the 
cool of the purple night, are worthy of all the admira 
tion which the unfettered bachelor can vield The 
Cuban girl, in fact, may not be perfectly beautiful, and 
often not more than good-looking, but nevertheless she 
is so enthrallin that she must seem either balf divine 


or else rather more than half a witeh! 

It is a matter of history that Columbus died at Valla 
dolid, and for a while rested in the cathedral of that 
city; that his bones were subsequently removed to the 
Carthusian Monastery at Seville; that some time after 

ust as if El Almirante’ could not rest unless he 
once more crossed the Atlantic and sailed the Spanish 
Main—the relics were exhumed and transported to St 
the West Indies Now we come to the 





Domingo 


wr ES eee ee ee ee HALLO! WHAt'S INE ABOUT” 6—" MOTHER WAS RIGHT AFTER ALL: NEVER TRUST ANYBODY doubtful link, Owing to the cession—the temporary 
cession—of St Domingo to the French, the bones of 

A TROPICAL TRAGEDY Columbus, with those of his brother and his son, were 

taken with all becomiu solemnity and pomp to 


FROM HAVANA Valencia have light but well-rounded forms, wonderful Havana and there tinally were given rest At least, so 
on the 


hands and feet, and a walk which is not even eclipsed say—so swear the Cubans. Hut the Dominicans 

by the slighter and more famous Andalusians. Inthe other hand, with as great assurance, declare that though 
1F there is one thing that is really unique in Havana, north of Spain, where one might expect a certain same- the brother and son may have left their protection, the 

it is the stores. The majority of them have no glass ness of type, the difference is even more sharply defined. reat Almirante, Christobal Colon hiniself, still re 

windows, the goods being arranged—with considerable |[ow dissimilar. for example, is the general lk et naain 
effect, too—so close to the pavement that the passer-by 
almost brushes them as he walks along. In such streets 
as the Obispo or the Muralla, many beautiful articles will : : oe S 
be thus exposed to the touch of the inquisitive rather 
than inquiring lounger. It is only here and there that 
one finds plate glass intervening between the vendor's 
goods and the outer world. But more striking than this 
is the custom of placing some fancy name over the 
establishment rather than that of the owner. Onthis | 
side of the street one will see some such inscription as 
Las Delicias or El Pueblo over a draper’s, and on the | 
other side a whole row of emporia rejoicing in the names 
of Adelina, Maria, Rosita, or America—for it must be 
remembered that in Cuba a favorite name is America. 

In spite of the swarms of soldiers—in Cuba soldiers 
are almost as common as colonels in the United States 
—there are no fewer than four orders of policemen, 
guardias civiles or polizones, which you will. Of these 
the most interesting are the night-watchmen, who are 
direct importations from Spain. They wear precisely 
the same uniform as their comrades in old Spain— 
ample cloak, dark-blue tunics, glazed caps; and they 
carry for insignia —hardly for use—the same arma- 
ment: a long biack halberd tipped with brass, and a 
large sort of stable lantern which makes their sedate 
progress visible at a goodly distance, and effectually 
prevents their seeing anything a dozen yards off. They 
sing out the hour of the night in stentorian tones, with 
the almost invariable addition—such is the climate of 
Havana—‘‘y se-re-nos!’’ It is seldom, indeed, that they 
have to alter this pleasant intimation for ‘‘y nublado” 
—‘and raining!" 

But these people here at Havana are so courteous. 
No doubt there is a deal of humbug mixed up with it, 
but it is pleasant humbug and a magnilicent lubricator 
for the wheels of life. In Spain, if you admire any- 
thing belonging to your host, he immediately exclaims, 
“Then it is yours,’’ but he would be very much sur- 
prised if you took him at his word. The same sort of 
thing obtains here, but not to such extent. And the 
courtesy—decided though not empressé—converts one 
to this gentle, kindly humbug, if humbug it is and one 
needs converting. 

In sauntering during the cool of the evening along 
the avenues of the Prado—a long succession of prome- 
nades and shady gardens facing the bay and reaching 
nearly across the city—one cannot help notéeing and 
experiencing the amenities of Cuban custom. There 
is no pushing, no jamming, no hurry-skurry; every 
movement of the well-dressed crowd is arranged, as it 
were, by an unseen Master of the Ceremonies. ‘The 
ladies, who are invisible by day or only occasionally 
seen driving in carriages along the best shopping streets 
—and they seldom leave their carriages to do the shop- 
ping—are now in their element. Clad in light dresses, 
often low-necked and short-sleeved dinner-gowns, and 
having no covering on the head beyond the high tor- 
toiseshell comb and black mantilla hanging from it, 
they pass from one end of the Prado to the other in gay 
concourse with groups of relatives and friends—chietly 
caballeros! There is the same flirting of the fan, the 
same undulating walk, and the same charm ef voice 
and manner which are so noticeable in the Navarrese, the 
Andalusians or the Valenciafias of Spain. But here we 
miss the picturesque costumes of the men, the brilliant 
uniforms of the Spanish officers, and the rich tawny 
gold hair which is just common enough in a Barcelona 
or Zaragoza crowd to make it noticeable 

The Cuban women, indeed, deserve a paragraph to 
themselves. for although they represent but one Spanish 
type, that is a type sufticiently attractive to merit 
notice. Any one who has been about in Spain knows 
how the women of various provinces differ one from 
the other; how, for instance, the damsels of Cataluna 
are strongly built and coarsely featured, while those of , CROSS AT POI ONE OF THE MOST FREQUENT ACCIDENT ‘ + GA 
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